My major CrIticism is that there is too much repetition in describing techniques which differ only marginally -for example, one fifth of the book is devoted to 11 techniques of internal jugular vein catheterisation, the only basic difference being whether the insertion point is high or low in the neck or from medial or lateral positions. This approach tends to focus attention on irrelevant insertion points and angles when the most important factor to remember is the surface anatomy of the vcin and surrounding structures, these determinc direction of insertion and possible complications.
Despite this criticism, this is an excellcnt handbook for the dcpartmcntallibrary.
K. CRO Many of the presentations are from invited speakers from all over the world and therefore represent a good review of the current status of various aspects of anaesthesia. There is a considerable contribution from German anaesthetists which is interesting because their studies are not always available in English translation.
The book is however a collection of abstracts of varying quality and detail. There are some obvious errors; in the abstract by Or. Giesecke on Fluid Resuscitation in trauma, it is stated: "I believe in initial resuscitation with 25 litres of balances salt solution . . . " instead of 2.5 litres. There is also a section of 22 pages inserted upside down in my copy.
This book would be of value to those who attend the meeting and to major libraries, but would add little to one's personal library. MICHAEL This is the third edition of one of the best available texts in the field of cardiac surgical intensive care. The book is designed for resident staff, and intensive care nursing staff, and as such makes a valiant effort to descri be clinical practice based on practical applied physiology. The text is clearly written with abundant tables, illustrations and photographs, and these especially concentrate on the demonstrations of practical skills. The first part of the book is a lucid presentation of the structure, staffing and equipment required for these patients, and then their management on cardiovascular physiological principlcs. The second part of the book is a series of chapters dealing with each organ system, as it is affected by cardiac surgery and extracorporeal circulation.
I would recommend this book for the shelves of cardiac intensive care units, with minor qualification. The general comment I would make is that sometimes too much material is presented to the reader, without the most important fact being adequately distinguished from the least important. An example is the fundamental importance of excluding hypovolaemia in the discussion of low cardiac output states. Significant areas of omission are: I. discussion of the practical problems and pitfalls of intravascular monitoring; 2. the important role that hypothermia plays in immediate postoperative haemodynamics; 3. postoperative mediastinitis and its management in the section on infection; 4. the perioperative use of beta blockade and digitalis. There arc, naturally, areas of controversy which are beyond the scope of this book, but in summary, it is a useful new edition which covers an immense amount of material in a clear fashion.
R This soft cover book of 283 pages developed out of ward guidelines prepared for resident medical and nursing staff in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of the University of Heidelberg and as such represents the practices of the authors. Since its original publication in 1978 in German, this book has been extensively revised and additional chapters included. The copy reviewed was an English translation by T. Telger, published in 1981. As an expansion of a ward manual, this small book covers a wide diversity of topics in neonatal intensive care very briefly, in note form. The book is divided into four sections. Part I covers practical management of high risk newborns. Part 11 deals with aspects of respiratory disorders (including oxygen therapy and artificial ventilation). Part III includes notes on some aspects of acute neonatal illnesses likely to require intensive care, including a section on cardiological problems by H. E. Ulmer. Part IV, an Appendix, outlines practical techniques for intensive care procedures such as vessel cannulations, aspiration of body cavities etc. This Appendix also provides equipment lists required for these procedures, a short chapter on neonatal drug therapy (mostly listing drug dosage guidelines), notes on the results of neonatal intensive care and on parents in the intensive care unit. Each section gives references to the literature, mostly before 1979.
The writing style is extremely cryptic; many sentences do not have verbs; there are numerous long lists of syndromes, differential diagnoses, and investigations. Exclamation marks are used to emphasise points, and the German language origin of the book is revealed also in sentence construction or inaccurate translation. There is an inconsistent partial use of SI units in the book. Some drugs are unfamiliar, while other familiar drugs are not mentioned, for example naloxone.
I found the combination of the small print used, together with the staccato form of text, made for difficult reading. Despite this, there is much useful practical information contained in this manual. The authors state in their preface that the book is concerned primarily with practical and technical aspects of neonatal intensive care and the reader is referred to standard text books for basic clinical physiology, pathophysiology, pharmacology etc. It would be a reasonable book to have available for quick reference in a neonatal intensive care unit, but I would not recommend it as suitable for in-depth understanding of neonatal problems and their management.
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